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"UNCLE  SAM^'S  FOREST  RANG-ERSo  •• 

RANGER'S  SONGo 

In  most  of  the  countries  throughout  Europe  much  of  the  forest  land. 

<> 

is  o\med  by  the  cities  and  towns  and  managed  as  community  forest So 
In  Switzerland  at  least  two^’thirds  of  all  the  forest  land  Is 
community  owned,  and  in  Bulgaria  fifty  percent ■ In  many  towns  the 
net  revenue  from  their  forests  has  often  exceeded  all  public 
expenses-  There  are  about  five  hundred  towns  in  Germany  where  the 
citizens  not  only  have  little  or  no  local  taxes  but  sometimes  .. 
actually  receive  dividends  from  their  town  forests.  One  of  the 
most  famous  community  forests  is  owned  by  the  city  of  Zurich, 
Switzerland.  It  contains  forty- tv/o  hundred  acres,,  much  of  which  has- 
been  under  careful  management  foi  over  one  thousand  years  The 
practice  of  sustained  y..eld  timber  management,  similar  to  that 
employed  by  the  U„  S Forest  Service  on  our  own  National  Forests,  • 
is  accepted  as  a necessity  in  managing  the  tow^n  forests  of  Europe,, 

I believe  Ranger  Jim  Robbins  has  a special  story  to  tell  us  today  . 

but  let^s  get  on  to  the  Pine  Con©  National  Forest  and  we  find 
Ranger  Jim  Robbins  end  his  asslste.nt,  Jerry  ^uldk.  in  the  office, 
of  the  Ranger  station-  talking  to  a friend  of  Jim-s—  > 

(FADING  IN)  Well,-.  George,  I^d  be  mighty  glad  to  help  you  if  I cabc 

What*s  ihe  story? 

You  see,  Jim,  I’m  on  the  city  council  and  we’ve  been  trying  to 

start  a town  forest  You  see  there® s quite  a piece  of  tax 

delinquent  land  near  us.  that®  s just  going  to  waste  --  ai.n^t  doing 
anybody  any  goodp  and  it  wouldn't  bring  much  of  any  tiling  at  a 
tax  saieo  We  thought  maybe  we  could  get  the  state  to  help  us 
arrange  to  take  i^  over  for  the  town  and  make  a town  forest  out 
of  it  But  there  s opposition  to  Ite. 
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GEORGE: 

JIM; 

GEORGES 
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Very  much  opposition,  George? 

They'’ re  pretty  determined  about  it^ 

Roes  the  opposition  come  from  the  business  men  or  from  some  other 
source? 

From  the  business  men^  Tha-t's  what  gets  me 
What^e  theii'  objection? 

They  say  it  ^11  be  a.  burden  on  the  to7m=  Cost  money  to  taice  care 
of 

It  probably  will  for  a while,  George  “ but  if  its  managed  right, 
it  ought  to  pay  out  in  the  end 

Yeah-,  that^s  what  I®ve  been  saylngv  But  you  see  lt*s  something  of 
a new  idea 

Gosh  there's  nothing  new  about  it  .. 

Well,  they  rather  have  the  idea  that  .it'-'s  experimental o 
(CHUCKLES)  Wliy.  community  forests  are  as  old  as  the  hills. > 

Well,  I know^.  Jim&  But  ”paying'‘  forests  owned  by  towns  are  some^ 
thing  this  country,  a-ren'-t  they? 

Not  a bit.  George  Town  forests  are  one  of  the  oldest  sources 
of  municipal  income  In  the  United  Statesc  Some  of  the  first  ones 
beloned  to  the  town  ohurcheso  There's  a story  about  an  old  tovm 
in  New  England,  I remember  — It  seems  that  way  back  before  the 
Re’/olution  there  was  an  old  rascal  by  the  name  of  Samuel  Vedder 
who  was  one  of  the  big  wigs  in  the  town.,  (FADING)  Ht,  wh^  a sly. 
old  fox,  r.hls  Vedder 
FLASH- BACK) 


VEDDER: 


STILESs 

VEDDERs 

STILES; 

I 

VEDDERs 


STILES? 

VEDDER" 

STILES- 

VEDDERs 

STILES 

^/EDDER^ 

STILE Sr 
VEDDER.” 

STILES; 

VEDDER; 

STILES; 


(FADINS  IN)  Now  if  you  would  care  to  aid  me  in  this  endeavorp  my 
good  Stiles,  I would  let  my  generous  nature  get  the  better^  of  my 
Judgment  to  the  extent  of  honorings  you  with  a commission  of  some 
two  percent o 

(OBSEQUIOUS  SHADOW  OP  MR..  VEDDER)  Two  percent,  Mr  Vedder?  Oh, 
you  know  well  that  I will  lend  my  services  to  your  endesvoro 
V/hat  might  the  plan  be? 

I have  this  past  fortnight  been  at  the  neighboring  town  of 
Portsmouth 

^"iTiere  the  ships  are  builded? 

The  same  ■ And  I have  it  upon  good  advice  that  there  is  a fairish 
estimate  of  the  timber  that  stands  on  the  land  now  held  by  our 
church,  and  find  that  there  may  be  some  small  value  in  it . 

And  you  v:lll  make  the  church  an  offer  for  it*! 

I may  do  so  That  is  to  be  seen. 

And  I am  to  have  two  percent  of  the  total  sale  of  the  trees? 

That  is  the  plan,  Stileso  But  do  not  forget  that  the  Parsonage 
Committee  controls  the  church  land*. 

But  there” s to  be  a meeting  here  at  your  house  tonight.. 

True,  indeed  And  have  you  inquired  of  the  Parson  if  he  will  attend 
as  I told  you? 

Hi.':  minO  is  set  upon  ito 

It  is  most  irregular  that  a Parson  should  attend  the  meetings  of 
the  Parsonage  Committee*, 

That  I told  hirao  But  he  persisted  all  the  samee 
Ke  should  have  been  refused* 

very  strong  minde-'"  for  a Fax*£on  But  a good  man. 
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Wel?u,  even  a good  raan  can  be  influenced  if  met  with  a suitable 
approach.^  Now.,  as  I think  upon  it^,  HwiUbe  beet  if  my  offer 
to  purchase  the  church  land  seems  to  come  from  the  hearto 
Axip  yes.-  Mr.-  Tedder « 

When  the  appropriate  moment  arrives  you  must  bewail  the  condition 
of  our  church  treasury  and  the  sad  prospects  of  securing  a sum  to 
maintain  the  Parson  and  the  meeting  house  for  the  coming  year© 

I iHiderstand  perfectly p Mr  Tedder 

Then  you  would  do  well  to  suggest  mayhap  that  Heaven  might  send 
us  aid.  and  I shall  promptly  put  my  offero  Are  you  clear  on  it 
now,  Stiles? 

Tery  clear  Mr  Tedder 

That  is  good^  The  committee  will  meet  at  half  after  seven o (FADING) 
T think  I shall  serve  them,  a cup  of  nice 

(FADING  IN)  Here^  gentlemen.,  I have  some  hot  punch  made  for  you.. 

’Tis  good  to  take  sway  the  chill  on  such  a night,-  But  even  a 
Parsonage  Committee  is  subject  to  chills  — Rev  Page? 

(MIDDLE  AGE  po  INTELLIGENT  o«  DELIBERATE)  Ths.nk  you,  Brother  Teddero 
OP  TODDY  MUGS 

Will  you  have  one^-,  Mr<.  Wescott? 

( SELF  I!i;PRESSED ) With  pleasure  , Brother  Tedder, 

Help  yourself.  Brother  Jenkins o 

(GLOOMY)  I^'m  not  sure  that  it  would  be  well  for  meo 
Perhaps  a cup  of  tea?  I 11  get  it  for  you 
No,  no.  noo  This  wj.ll  do^ 

Will  you  tails  the  tray , Stiles? 
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Mr®  Veddero 

Your  punch  is  excellent.  Brother  Vedder. 

*Tis  hind  of  you  to  say  soo  i‘m  pleased,  Reverend  Pagej  that  you 
could  be  with  us  this  night  You're  the  first  parson  v/eVe  had  to 
take  s\ich  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  comnunityo 
I want  to  discuss  a matter  I think  pressing 

How  splendid,-  I thought  your  sermon  Sabbath  last;,  on  the  book 
of  Job,  was  most  excell ento 
That  was  the  Sabbath  before. 

So  It  was’-*-’  (CHUCKLES  WEAKLY)  But  ' twas  excellent,  all  the  sameo 
Could  we  not  get  to  the  business  presently? 

The  quicker  the  better  My  vrife  is  at  home  alone 

You  had  a matter  to  bring  up,  did  you  not  say^  Reverend  Page? 

Yes  Brother  Wescott  • This  meeting  was  called,,  wa.s  it  noty  for 
the  pux^»cse  of  discussing  funds  for  the  coming  year? 

Indeed,  Reverend  Page« 

Raising  funds  is  a grave  problem  with  us  at  present . 

Yes  but  is  there  provision  made  each  year  for  the  care  of  the 
poor  in  the  community? 

Tis  trouble  enough  to  provide  for  our  ovtio 
Ah,  Brother  Jenkins,  we  are  our  brothers  keepers 
■Tis  a pity  those  v/ho  ov;e  me  couldn't  see  it® 

Have  you  never  cared  for  the'  poor  of  the  town? 

Oh,  indeed  we  have  that  is,  gome  of  us  havso  But  never  from 
the  church  m.onieso 

But  they  should  have  wood  to  burn  and  food  to  eat-.  The  7d.nter  Is 
already  upon  us. 
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But  if  we  aTe  sore  pressed  for  the  usual  funds  we  raise  each  year,, 

how  may  we  raise  more? 

WEST; 

Things  have  been  bad  this  whole  year- 

JENK; 

They ^ re  always  bade  This  year  they  were  worse 

STILES; 

How  time.  Brother  Jenkins..  You  took  the  very  words  from  my  lipso 

Our  prospects  appear  most  unfortunateo 

WEST; 

I have  given  the  matter  a great  amount  of  consideration.:  I have 

spent  many  hours  pondering  upon  it  but 

VEDDER; 

Yes^  Brother  Wesoott? 

WEST; 

I have  reached  no  conoluglonsr. 

STILESg 

Nor.  I,  Brother  Wescott  As  our  good  parson  sayS;  we  must  care 

for  the  pooro  But  where  is  the  money  to  come  from? 

JENKS 

And  what  of  the  meeting  house?  The  winds  blow  through  it  like  an 

open  field-.  And  every  time  my  w'ife  attends  the  services  she  spends 

the  whole  of  the  night  sneezing,- 

STILES; 

(MOURNFULLY)  If  only  there  were  some  wa.y  to  turn  If  only  some 

heavenly  blessing  might  fall  upon  our  little  town. 

•WEST; 

Amen^  Brother  Stlleso  Ameno 

VEDDER; 

Gentlemen  » there  does  this  moment  occur  me  a ray  of  lights. 

PAGE: 

Yes^  Brother  Vedder? 

STILES? 

Pray,  what  is  it^  Brother  Vedder? 

^/EDDER. 

Our  committee  has  charge  of  certain  land  which  is  oovered  with 

timber,,  does  it  not? 

WEST? 

It  is  trueo 

STILES; 

Useless  land  it  iSo  “Twere  better  off  our  hands« 

Page  8 


VEDDERs 

It  strikes  me  that  T ean,  with  some  sacrifice  on  my  own  party 

take  over  this  entire  tract  of  woods  from  the  church  and  «— 

and  perhaps  arrange  to  pay  for  it  an  amount  almost  large  enough 

to  meet  our  obligations  for  the  year. 

PACJE; 

You  mean  to  buy  the  land? 

VEDDERs 

Yes« 

WESTS 

The  whole  of  it? 

VEDDERs 

YeS;  gentlemen o In  my  business  as  a lumber  merchant  I could  at 

times  dispose  of  certain  of  the  trees-  Enough  to  realize  a small 

portion  of  the  amount  I shall  pay 

STILES; 

Heaven  has  truly  blessed  us^ 

WEST". 

A more  generous  offer  never  was  made- 

STILES". 

Heaven  wS,ll  reward  you.  Brother  Vedder,  You  will  always  be 

remembered  by  the  people  of  this  town.. 

VED? 

You  flatter  me^o  Brother  Stile So  Now,,  if  you  gentlemen  wlshy  we 

can  draw  up  the  papers  tonights  1 can  -- 

PAdE; 

Walt  Brothel*  Veddei^ 

VEDDERs 

YeS;  Reverend  Page? 

PAfrES 

I am.  onlv  tc  ' thankful  for  your  great  kindness..  But  is  it  fair 

that  this  eoramlttee  should  make  a decision  so  Important  without 

the  fore-^knowledge  of  other  members  of  the  community? 

"REDDER  g 

But  these  matters  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Parsonage 

Comniitteeo 

PAGES 

Thi.s  landy  you  ^dll  buy  is  the  principal  possession  of  the  town  s 

churchy  is  it  not? 

3TILE3S 

That  is  truep  Reverend  Fage^  But  surely  this  act  of  Brother 

t’edder“s  is  the  hand  of  providence  outstretched  to  help  UvS  in 

our  plight,. 

?AaE 

r. 
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You  are  responsible  to  the  people  of  the  town  for  the  land^  are 
you  not? 

We  ha-'/e  taJsen  our  oath  to  administer  It  wello 

And  Is  not  your  eotlon  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  General 

Meeting? 

So  it  ISj  Reverendo 

Then  we  must  wait  for  the  general  meetings 

“Tis  clever  indeed  of  you  tc  think  of  that;,  Reverend  Page^^ 

There  is  a meeting  to  be  held  the  Tuesday  following  Sabbath  next 
We  might  all  convey  to  our  neighbors  the  good  news  of  Brother 
Vfcdder's  generosity  before  the  meetings 

I think  it  av/ise  suggestion.,  Brother  Stileso  (FADING)  If  we  all 

might  discuss  with  others  of  the  community  - 

INTEPLUDS 

SCENE  IN  ECHO  CHAMBER) 

(FADING  IN)  --  and  bless  this  assembly  in  the  furthering  of  Thy 
work..  In  the  name  of  the  Redeemer  we  ask  it  Amen. 

Amen^. 

(CLEARING  THROAT)  Gentleinen;^  I shall  ask  Brother  Stiles  to  state 
the  nature  of  the  first  consideration  before  the  assembly^ 


STILES^ 


STILES^ 
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Gentlemen^  I bring  you  a,  message  which  fills  my  heart  with  Joy«, 

We  have  been  sore  pressed  these  past  years  to  raise  a sum  for 

maintaining  our  . church*  Always,  you  will  rememberj  it  has  been 

a discouraging  struggle  against  the  forces  of  unseen  fateo  But 

now,  through  the  noble  and  generous  nature  of  one  of  our  own 

brethern.  we  are  to  have  this  burden  lifted  from  us*  As  most 

of  you  are  doubtless  informed  by  now.  Brother  Samuel  Vedder  has 

offered,  out  of  the  kindness  of  his  heart,  to  purchase  the  densely 

v/ooded  and  useless  lands  owned  by  the  dturch^^  at  a figure  which 

will  come  very  close  to  meeting  our  expenditures  for  tlie  coming 

year*  , 

CROWD  UP  o.  GAVEL  RAPS  ,,  CROWD  FADES 


WESTS 

I was  present  when  our  dear  Brother  Vedder  proffered  his  generous 

assistance;)  and  I should  like  it  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the 

aasembl/  that  I for  one  shall  never  cease  to  sing  his  praises  for 

this  supreme  kindness  — eh  Brother  Jenkins^  you  were  present 

also 

(RELUCTANTLY)  Weil,  I^m  bound  to  say  to  you  it  sounds  lik  a 

miraculous  offering,  but  for  the  life  of  me  well  — 1^11  say 

no  ffioreo 

CROWD  UP  o o GAVEL  o o CROWD  FADES 


WESTS 

I believe  Brother  Vedder  has  a word* 

f'  . 

I 

- 
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Brethern  ~ (CLEARS  THROAT)  I would  be  a sorry  mortal  indeed  were 
I not  touched  by  your  wans  reception  of  what  you  call  my 

generosity^.  But  I do  it  only  because  I have  the  good  of  the 

community  at  heart  It  is  my  home  and  yours^  and^  as  the  good 
Book  says  — ’’Cast  your  bread  upon  the  waters  I have  brought 

the  papers  7/ith  me,-  and  we  can  dispense  with  the  business  of 

signing  them  at  once  - eh  that  is^  as  soon  as  you  have  taken 

the  vote  upon  ito 

TO  B G...  AND  FADE  AS  RE  Vo  PAGE  SPEAKS 
Did  you  wish  to  speak.  Reverend  Page?  ■ 

Yes',.  - (LOUDSR>  I would  say  that  the  offer  of  Brother  Vedder  appears 
to  be  most  kind  But  I am  .at  loss  to  see  where  money  will  come  from 
when  the  land  and  Its  timber  is  gone 

It  is  quite  poss-lble.  Reverend  Page  that  a new  grant  of  land  can 
be  obtained  for  the  church  before  next  year- 

I understand  that  you  intend  to  cut  the  trees  from  the  land  you 
ha'.e  offei'-ed  to  purchase  fi^-OE  the  ohurch,  Brother  Yedder- 
Tliat  js  worrect,. 

And  if  the  church  does  secure  more  land  the  trees  will  likely  be 
cut  from  it  also . 

The  land  will  be  useless  until  it  is  cleared.  Reverend  Page.. 

Do  not  deceive  yourselves,  gentlemen o Nature  is  generous  to  this 
landj  but  she  will  guard  her  treasures  with  Jealouss^,  It  is  true 
tliat  land  must  be  cleared  for  crops  But  we  must  also  husband  our 
timber  lands..  We  must  be  sure  that  we  will  have  wood  to  build  our 
houses  end  to  warm  themo  More  trees  must  grow  if  we  would  have 
more  to  cut. 
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CROWD  UP  TO  Bo Go  AND  FADE  AS  PAGE  SPEAKS 


1 JENK” 

Tliere’s  something  In  what  the  Parson  says 

I VCICESS 

He  may  be  rdght  «-'»=  there® s wisdom  in  what  he  sayso 

' PAGERS 

• B^it  there  is  a matter  more  important  which  I may  disclose  to  you. 

1 i 

Puring  a stay  in  the  town  of  Portsmough^  where  I have  but  shortly 

been 

^ VEDDER.S 

(INTERR.UPTING)  If  Reverend  Page  will  forgive  me  • there  is  a matter 

< 

•+ 

of  some  Importance  I neglected  to  mention  I have  not  only 

intended  purchasing  the  timber  land,  but  I will  also  give  the 

f 

i ■ 

lumber  for  the  building  of  a new  parsonage  for  the  minister  and 

hl'd  lanlly 

CROWD  UP 


: VOICES? 

There  never  was  a more  generous  man  we  would  be  ungrateful  to 

. WEST? 

refuse  - > We®d  be  fools  if  we  did  sc. 

Indeed  we  are  most  fortunate  po  have  such  a devote!  servant  uf 

the  co5ri;iunity  in  our  midet,. 

STILESs 

• • 

There  never  was  a more  hintlly  person.; 

WEST? 

We  know  our  minister-  will  be  unceasingly  gratftisj.1 

. . Mh  ' US- 

Could  we  not  vote  upon  the  matter  at  once? 

VOIGESg 

bet  us  cast  the  now-v.  Brother  Vedder's  offer  should  be 

’ 

r ■ ■ 

accepted  without  dlssent<« 

GAvii^ii  HAPS  o ■ CROWD  FADES 


1 !ESTl 

Now  that  all  here  are  agreed  on  the  matter,  we  shall  take  the 

lI  • 

1 

prescribed  vote  upon  it«  Wm  those  who  favor  the 

[ PAGES. 

Brother  WescottE 

1 vVESTS 

Yes,  Reverend  Page? 

1 PAGE? 

Befoi^e  the  vote  is  taken,,  mev  I finish  what  I was  about  to  say? 

PAOFS 


Of  oourae^  Reirerend  Page^. 

As  I was  saying  Since  Kr.  Vedder' s offer  was  first  stated  to 
the  Parsonage  ComTnlttee  I have  mad  - a ’oum.ey  to  the  city  of 
Porteniouth  where,,  as  jou  Icnow.,  r great  number  of  ships  are  now 
being  buildedo  And  I talked  v/ith  several  shipwrights  concerning 
the  trees  that  now  stand  on  our  wooded  land,  As  you  are  all 
a.ware  Brother  Vedder  ha.s  Intended  cutting  the  timber  on  i<he  land 
he  has  offered  to  buy  from  us  But  he  did  not  tell  you  that  he 
Vv  a more  than  a week  past;  made  contracts  with  a certs-^-n  shlp“^ 
wright  in  Plymouth  for  a number  of  masts  and  spars  which  wouid 
bring  him  terx  times  the  figure  he  proposes  paying  our  town  for 


tl.o  Ian  do 

CROWD  BUILDS  BACK  OF  VOICES 


VOICES”.  Ten  times  the  amount?  — he’s  tried  to  dupe  us  — Vedder’s  a 


scoundrel o 

JSNKg  I knew  ito  I knew  it, 

CAVSL,  - a^FS  CROWD  FADES  SLOWLY 

’WEST'S  (UUOERTABILY')  Well  ---  sure  we  « eh  — 

VOICES?  Vedder  must  answer  for  this  » speak  up,  Vedder  --  Let  him  explain 


It- 

PACE;  (TOPPBIO  THEM)  Please,  gentlemeno  Oentlemenp  I beg  of  youo  Please 

(CROWD  SUBSUDES)  I have  a proposal  I would  make  you-,  if  you  are  ^ 
stl?,l  of  the  mind  to  consider  a plan  for  raising  fundSc 
VOICES'  Speak  outy  Reverend  - we'll  hear  you.-.  Proceedo  Proceedi 
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JIMS 

GKOmEs 

JSRRYS 

QrEORGrEt 

JIMS 

GEORGE? 


I propose  to  you  tlia.t  our  to v/n  retain  the  lando  I propose  to 
you  that  only  enough  trees  be  cut  from  our  forest  land  each  year 
to  meet  the  annual  expense <=.  In  such  manner  will  the  young  trees 
have  opportunity  to  ripen  before  all  the  mature  timber  is  cut, 
(FADING)  And  thuts  we  will  establish  an  assured  income  for  as 
long  as  our  town  shall  lifCo  (FADE  OUT) 

(PAUSE)  (IN  COLD)  So  you  secj  George^  town  forests  thrt.  pay 
annual  di^/idends  aren*t  new  at  all  in  this  country,, 

Say^  Jira^,  if  you  could  explain  it  to  the  council  like  that 
Nobody  can  explain  it  bet ter 'n  Jim  oen- 

V/ould  yoit  be  able  to  come  down  to  Willow  Glen  some  night  for  a 
meeting? 

I think  sOy  if  you  let  me  know  soon  enough  ahead  of  time 
Thanks  plenty.^  Jim  (FADING)  If  you  can  only  show  ®em  how  the 
whole,  town  will  --  , 
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UTi.,OlTHOER;  Uncle  Sam^s  Forest  Rangers  come  to  you  every  Friday  on  the  Fana 


And  Home  Hour  as  a presentation  of  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company p with  the  cooperation  of  the  United  States  Forest 
Service 

And  now^;  we  want  to  give  a moment  today  in  tribute  to  an  outstanding 
forester  Behind  all  great  movements  of  economic  and  social 
importance  are  men  have  dedicated  their  lives  to  the  service 
of  their  fellow  men.*  Such  a man  is  Herbert  A,  Smithy.  #io,,  at  the 
close  of  the  yean,  retired  from  active  diity  with  the  United  States 
Forest  Service.  He  has  served  with  the  Forest  Service  fi'om  its 
revj  beginning,  and  for  more  than  30  years  has  been  a trusted 
advisor  to  the  various  Chief  Foresters  Perhaps  more  than  an}" 
other  one  man  he  has  co.’itributed  to  the  building  up  of  public 
forest  policies  and  the  high  ideals  end  standards  followed  by 
the  Forest  Service  throughout  the  ^'■ears  Hard" wording.,  and 
unassuming,  he  ha.s  gtibordl mated  personal  interests  to  the 
furthering  of  the  cause  he  believes  in  — - the  cause  of  conservatior  . 
The  retirement  of  Herbert  Smith  will  leave  a vacancy  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Service  which  vd.ll  never  be  filled.. 

Herbert  Ao  Smith  --  here**s  best  wishes  from  all  of  uso 


